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The 1967 Arab-Israeli War

Origins and Consequences

The June 1967 War was a watershed moment in the history of the mod-

ern Middle East. In six days, the Israelis defeated the Arab armies of

Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and seized large portions of territory includ-

ing the West Bank, East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula,

and the Golan Heights. With the hindsight of four decades and access

to recently declassified documents, two veteran scholars of the Middle

East bring together some of the most knowledgeable experts in their

fields to reassess the origins of the war and its regional reverberations.

Each chapter takes a different perspective from the vantage point of a

different participant, those that actually took part in the war, and the

world powers – the United States, Soviet Union, Britain, and France –

that played important roles behind the scenes. Their conclusions make

for sober reading. At the heart of the story was the incompetence of the

Egyptian high command under the leadership of Gamal Abdel Nasser

and the rivalry between various Arab players who were deeply suspi-

cious of each other’s motives. Israel, on the other side, gained a resound-

ing victory for which, despite previous assessments to the contrary,

there was no master plan.

Wm. Roger Louis is the Kerr Professor of English History and Cul-

ture at the University of Texas at Austin and Honorary Fellow of

St. Antony’s College, Oxford. A past President of the American His-

torical Association, he is the editor-in-chief of The Oxford History of

the British Empire. His books include The British Empire in the Middle

East, 1945–1951 (1984) and Ends of British Imperialism: The Scramble

for Empire, Suez, and Decolonization (2006).

Avi Shlaim is a Fellow at St. Antony’s College and Professor of Interna-

tional Relations at the University of Oxford. He is the author of many

books, including The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (2000);

Lion of Jordan: King Hussein’s Life in War and Peace (2007); and

Israel and Palestine: Reappraisals, Revisions, Refutations (2009). He

edited with Eugene Rogan The War for Palestine: Rewriting the History

of 1948, Second Edition (2007).
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Cambridge Middle East Studies was established to publish books on the

nineteenth- to twenty-first-century Middle East and North Africa. The

aim of the series is to provide new and original interpretations of aspects

of Middle Eastern societies and their histories. To achieve disciplinary

diversity, books are solicited from authors writing in a wide range of

fields including history, sociology, anthropology, political science, and

political economy. The emphasis is on producing books offering an

original approach along theoretical and empirical lines. The series is

intended for students and academics, but the more accessible and wide-

ranging studies will appeal to the interested general reader.
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Chronology of the June 1967 War

29 May 1964 Creation of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
23 February 1966 Left-wing coup in Syria followed by increased PLO activity

against Israel
9 November 1966 Syria and Egypt sign mutual defence treaty
13 November 1966 Israeli raid on West Bank village of al-Samu�

7 April 1967 Israeli aircraft shoot down six Syrian MiGs
5 May 1967 Attacks by Islamic opposition in Syria against the neo-

Ba�thist regime
7 May 1967 Syria shells Israeli village of Ein Gev
9 May 1967 Soviets receive information from Tel Aviv indicating possi-

ble Israeli operations against Syria
12 May 1967 Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin threatens Syria; reprimanded

by Prime Minister Eshkol
13 May 1967 Soviet Union delivers secret message to Nasser about Israel

amassing troops on the Syrian border
14 May 1967 Nasser deploys troops in Sinai
18 May 1967 Nasser requests withdrawal of UN Emergency Force from

Sinai
21 May 1967 Egyptian troops occupy Sharm al-Sheikh
22 May 1967 Nasser closes the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping
23 May 1967 President Johnson warns Egypt against interfering with

shipping rights in the Gulf of Aqaba; Israel’s Min-
isterial Committee on Security Affairs discusses the
army’s recommendation to launch a preemptive war

26 May 1967 Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban meets President John-
son after talks with de Gaulle and Wilson

27 May 1967 Israel sends request to meet with the Soviet leadership;
Nasser cancels operation against Israel planned for
the following morning
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xiv Chronology of the June 1967 War

28 May 1967 First meeting between Israeli government and Israel
Defence Force (IDF) high command; Eshkol delivers
hesitant speech to the nation

30 May 1967 Egypt and Jordan sign mutual defence pact in Cairo
31 May 1967 Mossad chief Meir Amit meets with U.S. Secretary of

Defence Robert McNamara and Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) officials

1 June 1967 Government of National Unity formed in Jerusalem, with
Moshe Dayan taking over as Minister of Defence;
Egyptian General Riad assumes command of the Jor-
danian armed forces

2 June 1967 Second meeting between the Israeli government and high-
ranking military officials; Nasser warns senior officers
of imminent Israeli strike

4 June 1967 Israeli Cabinet decides to go to war; CIA alerts King Hus-
sein of impending Israeli attack on Egypt

5 June 1967 Israel launches surprise attack on Egypt’s air force, destroy-
ing most of it on the ground; Israel urges King Hus-
sein to stay out of the war; Jordanians open hostilities
against Israel; Israeli air force destroys most of Syrian
air force

6 June 1967 IDF conquers Gaza; Egypt orders a general retreat; Jordan
retreats from the West Bank

7 June 1967 IDF captures East Jerusalem; Nasser turns down UN cease-
fire initiative

8 June 1967 IDF occupies Hebron and destroys Jordanian bridges;
Israeli forces attack USS Liberty; Egypt accepts cease-
fire

9 June 1967 United Nations passes Resolution 235 calling for imme-
diate end to hostilities between Syria and Israel; IDF
captures the Golan Heights; Israeli forces reach the
Suez Canal; Nasser accuses United States and Britain
of aiding Israel

10 June 1967 The Soviet Union breaks off diplomatic relations with Israel
27 June 1967 Israel annexes East Jerusalem
1 September 1967 Arab League summit at Khartoum rejects negotiations and

reconciliation with Israel
22 November 1967 UN Security Council Resolution 242 calls on the Arabs to

make peace with Israel and calls on Israel to withdraw
from the territories it occupied during the war
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