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COLLECTION SUMMARY

This collection is part of the Cradle of Coaches Collection. The John Pont Collection consists
predominately of playbooks from his days as a coach, but also contains various publications and
programs as well as audio-visual materials. While most of the items in the collections are originals, some
are photocopies.

PROVENANCE OF THE COLLECTION

The collection was donated to the Walter Havighurst Special Collections by John Pont’s widow, Sandy
Pont.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
John Pont was born on November 13, 1927 in Canton, Ohio to Bautista and Suzannah Pont. Growing up
in Canton, John played football at Timken High School. After graduation he spent a few years in the

military and then came to Miami University on the G.1. Bill.

He was a varsity starter at halfback from 1949-1951. In his three years starting for Miami, he led the
nation in rushing (1949), was named All-MAC three times, and honorable mention All-American twice,



Cradle of Coaches: John Pont Collection
Page 2

while playing for Woody Hayes and Ara Parseghian. John Pont’s football number 42 was retired in 1951,
and was the first of three numbers to be retired by Miami University (Bob Hitchens-40; and Ben
Roethlisburger-7). He was also a member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity.

Upon graduating from Miami John served one tour as a Navy submariner. After his tour he played one
year of football in Canada for the Toronto Balmy Beach Beachers in the Ontario Rugby Football
Association. He won the Imperial Oil Trophy as league MVP for the 1952 season, his one and only
season.

In 1953, then Miami head coach Ara Parseghian asked John to coach the freshman team for Miami. He
served as an assistant from 1953 to 1955. After the 1955 season Ara left Miami to be the head coach of
Northwestern University. John Pont was named the new Head Coach for Miami and became the
youngest head coach in the country at 27.

In his years at Miami (1956-1962) John Pont won 43 games and lost 22, with 2 ties for a win percentage
of 66.2. Miami won two MAC championships under John Pont in 1957 and 1958. They were also
chosen to play in the Tangerine Bowl after the 1962 season.

After seven successful seasons at Miami, John left to be the head coach of Yale University. He coached
there for two seasons, 1963 and 1964, and went 12-5-1. In 1965 he was hamed the head coach of the Big
Ten’s Indiana Hoosiers where he coached for eight years (1965-1972). In 1967 Coach Pont led the
Hoosiers to their first and only Rose Bow!l appearance and their last Big Ten Championship. That year he
won the AFCA Coach of the Year Award.

In 1973 John left Indiana for Northwestern University. He was the head coach for the Wildcats from
1973 t0 1977. In 1975 the athletic director resigned and Coach Pont was named the new athletic director
in addition to his coaching duties. After performing both duties for a few years, he resigned as head
coach in 1977 and was solely the athletic director. He performed this duty until 1980.

In 1984 he got back into coaching at Hamilton High School in Hamilton, Ohio, where he was the head
coach from 1984 to 1989. In 1990 The College of Mount St. Joseph, in Cincinnati, was looking to start a
football program and hired John to be the inaugural head coach. He coached at Mount St. Joseph until
1992. During those years he also worked for the semi-pro team ROCBULL in Japan’s X-League.

John Pont, the player, the coach and administrator finally retired in 2004. His career record was 107-141-
4 and he was inducted into the MAC, Miami and Indiana Hall of Fames. In his later years he lived in
Oxford, Ohio with his wife Sandy and their three kids; John, Jennifer and Jeff. In a typical workman
fashion John volunteered at local Talawanda high school. He died on July 1, 2008 in Oxford.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION

This collection covers almost the entirety of John Pont’s football career, player and coach. Within the
collection are playbooks from the different places John played and coached, as well as publications,
programs and audio/video material.

From his days at Miami as a player/student we have a playbook and a few course packets. From there we
have playbooks from all of the teams he coached, starting with his time at Miami as an assistant, then
head coach. From there he went to Yale, Indiana, Northwestern. After over a decade away from
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coaching John returned to coach at Mount St. Joseph College in Cincinnati. We also have two items from
the time he spent in Japan.

In addition to playbooks we have various publications that John owned. Included in these were various
programs from Miami, AFCA annual meetings, and Miami DOPEs. There were also game clips from his
days as a player, and obituaries from his passing.

The collection is sorted by time, university and type of object. The first three series are from his days as a
player and coach: 1) items from his days as a student/player; 2) Playbooks from his years as a coach; 3)
items from Japan. From there the items are sorted by what they are: publications, a/v material, obituaries,

etc.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COLLECTION

Series I

Series Il:
Subseries I:
Subseries II:
Subseries IlI:
Subseries 1V:
Subseries V:
Subseries VI:

Subseries VII:

Series IlI:
Series IV:
Series V:
Series VI:
Series VII:
Series VIII:
Series IX:
Series X:
Series XI:

Player/Student (1949-1951)

Playbooks and Scouting Reports (1953-1992)
Miami University (1953-1962)
Yale University (1963-1964)
Indiana University (1965-1972)
Northwestern University (1973-1977)
Mount St. Joseph (1990-1992)
Miscellaneous Playbooks
Miscellaneous Scouting Reports

Japan

Programs

Publications

American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) Meetings

Miami University Dope’s

Death and Recollections

Miscellaneous Materials

Audio/Video Materials

Binders

RELATED MATERIALS

Miami of Ohio — The Cradle of Coaches, by Bob Kurz. Central Printing Co., Dayton: 1983. LCCN: 83-
50645. SPEC.GV711.K87 2002

Miami of Ohio — Fields of Honor, by Sally Pont. Harcourt Inc., New York: 2001. LCCN: 2001024364.

GV939.A1.P63 2001

Cradle of Coaches Archive: Paul Brown Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.

Cradle of Coaches Archive: Weeb Ewbank Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.

Cradle of Coaches Archive: Sid Gillman Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.
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Cradle of Coaches Archive: Bob Kurz Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.

Cradle of Coaches Archive: Sports Information Office Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special
Collections, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

Cradle of Coaches Archive: Ted Patterson Collection, The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Access: This collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Walter Havighurst
Special Collections, Miami University Libraries.
Preferred Citation: Researchers are requested to cite:

Cradle of Coaches Collection, John Pont Collection and The Walter Havighurst
Special Collections, Miami University Libraries

In all footnote and bibliographic references.

Provenance: This collection was donated by Sandy Pont (06/24/2011)

Processed By: Johnathan Cooper (2012-2013)

Property Rights: The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami University Libraries, owns
the property rights to this collection.

Copyrights: Reproduction of materials in the collection is subject to the restrictions of

copyright law. To use any materials not yet in the public domain, the researcher
must obtain permission from the copyright holder.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION
Note to Researchers: To request materials, please note both the box and number shown below.

Series I: Player (1949-1951)

Box | No. | Description Date
1 1 | Pont L.H.B. Spiral composition book with plays and notes, presumably unknown

from his time as a player at Miami.

2 | Miami University Playbook. Part of a playbook from Miami University, unknown
presumably from his time as a player.

3 | Track 231: Instructor G. L. Rider. Class packet for Track 231 course with unknown
instructor George Rider.

4 | Basketball 331. Class packet from Basketball 331 course with instructor unknown
John Brickels.

Series I1: Playbooks and Scouting Reports

Subseries I: Miami University (1953-1962)

Box | No. | Description Date
2 1 | 1953 Miami University Playbook 1953
2 | 1953 Miami University Scouting Reports 1953

3 | 1954 Miami University Spring Playbook 1954

4 | 1954 Miami University Fall Playbook 1954
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3 1 | 1955 Miami University Playbook 1955
2 | 1957 Miami University Playbook 1957
4 1 | 1958 Miami University Playbook and Scouting Reports 1958
5 1 | 1959 Miami University Playbook and Scouting Reports 1959
6 1 | 1960 Miami University Playbook 1960
2 | 1961 Miami University Playbook 1961
7 1 | 1962 Miami University Playbook and Scouting Reports 1962
Subseries I1: Yale University (1963-1964)
Box | No. | Description Date
8 1 | 1963 Yale University Playbook and Scouting Reports 1963
2 | 1964 Yale University Playbook and Scouting Reports with Game Recaps 1953
Subseries I11: Indiana University (1965-1972)
Box | No. | Description Date
9 1 | 1965 Indiana University Playbook and Scouting Reports with Game Recaps 1965
10 1 | 1966 Indiana University Playbook and Scouting Reports with Game Recaps 1966
11 1 | 1967 Indiana University Scouting Reports with Game Recaps 1967
12 1 | 1968 Indiana University Scouting Reports with Game Recaps 1968
13 1 | 1969 Indiana University Playbook and Scouting Reports 1969
14 1 | 1970 Indiana University Playbook 1970
2 | 1971 Indiana University Playbook 1971
Subseries IV: Northwestern University (1973-1977)
Box | No. | Description Date
15 1 | 1974 Northwestern University Playbook 1974
2 | 1977 Northwestern University Playbook 1977
3 | Unknown Northwestern Playbook unknown
Subseries V: College of Mount Saint Joseph (1990-1992)
Box | No. | Description Date
16 1 | 1990 Mount St. Joseph Game Recaps 1990
2 | 1991 Mount St. Joseph Game Recaps 1991
3 | 1992 Mount St. Joseph Playbook 1992
4 | Unknown Mount St. Joseph Playbook unknown
Subseries VI: Miscellaneous Playbooks
Box | No. | Description Date
17 1 | 1989 Yale Offensive Playbook 1989
2 | 1989 Yale Defensive Playbook 1989
3 | Georgetown College Defensive Playbook unknown
4 | Unknown Playbook 1 unknown
5 | Unknown Playbook 2 unknown
6 | Unknown Playbook 3 unknown
Subseries VII: Miscellaneous Scouting Reports
Box | No. | Description Date
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18 1 | Scouting Report: 1946 San Francisco 49ers (20 pages). 1946
2 | Scouting Report: 1946 Los Angeles Dons (20 pages). 1946
3 | Scouting Report: 1947 New York Yankees (24 pages). 1947
4 | Scouting Report: Chicago Rockets (19 pages). 1947
5 | Scouting Report: Los Angeles at Cleveland, 9/3/1948 09/03/1948
6 | Scouting Report: Buffalo 9/12/1948 (22 pages) 09/12/1948
7 | Scouting Report: 1948 San Francisco 49ers (27 pages) 1948
8 | Scouting Report: 1948 New York Yankees (21 pages) 1948
9 | Scouting Report: 1948 Brooklyn Dodgers (18 pages, x2) 1948
10 | Scouting Report: 1948 Brooklyn Dodgers (19 pages) 1948
11 | Scouting Report: 1948 Buffalo Bills (23 pages) 1948
12 | Scouting Report: 1948 Chicago Rockets (20 pages) 1948
13 | New passes used by Dons against Baltimore (10 pages) unknown
Series I11: Japan
Box | No. | Description Date
19 1 | Playbook for ROCBULL, a semi-pro football team in Japan. undated
2 | Focus. A Japanese magazine. Contains an article about ROCBULL and 1993
program for their game against NOMURA.
Series 1V: Programs
Box | No. | Description Date
19 3 | Miami-Bowling Green. Sept. 29, 1951, Miami Field. 9/29/1951
4 | Miami University vs. Western Michigan. October 30, 1954, Miami Field. 10/30/1954
5 | Miami University All Sports Banquet. December 8, 1958, University 12/8/1958
Center. Signed by John Pont (football head coach), Ara Parseghian
(featured speaker) and Fred Brower. Original.
6 | Miami vs. Villanova. October 17, 1959, Miami Field 10/17/1959
7 | Miami vs. Toledo. November 7, 1959. 11/7/1959
8 | Miami-Villanova. Miami Field, September 16, 1961. 9/16/1961
9 | Miami-Xavier. Miami Field, September 23, 1961. 9/23/1961
10 | Miami vs. Western Michigan. September 30, 1961, Waldo Stadium. 9/30/1961
11 | Miami-Purdue. Ross Ade Stadium, Lafayette, Indiana, October 14, 1961. 10/14/1961
12 | Miami-Ohio University. Miami Field, October 21, 1961. Homecoming. 10/21/1961
13 | BG-Miami. University Stadium, October 28, 1961. 10/28/1961
14 | Miami-Toledo. Miami Field, November 4, 1961. Dads’ Day, Band Day. 11/4/1961
15 | Miami (O) at Dayton. November 11, 1961, UD Stadium. Veterans Day. 11/11/1961
16 | Cover missing. 1961 Miami at Cincinnati program. 11/18/1961
17 | Miami-Quantico Marines. Miami Field, Sept. 22, 1962. 9/22/1962
18 | Kent State-Miami. Miami Field, October 6, 1962. High School Band Day. 10/6/1962
19 | Miami-Purdue. Ross-Ade Stadium, Lafayette, Indiana, October 13, 1962. 10/13/1962
20 | 17" Annual Tangerine Bowl Football Classic. University of Houston 12/22/1962
“Cougars,” Houston, Texas vs. Miami University of Ohio “Redskins,”
Oxford, Ohio. Orlando, Florida, December 22, 1962.
21 | Last Game at Miami Field. November 6, 1982. Miami vs. Central 11/6/1982
Michigan. “Cradle of Coaches” photo on cover. x2
22 | Miami vs. Cincinnati. November 19, 1983, Yager Stadium. Picture of Jay | 11/19/1983
Colville by Ted Patterson on cover, with title “Guardian of the Cradle”
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1903-1983.
23 | Miami vs. Ball State. October 3, 1987, Yager Stadium. 10/3/1987
Series V: Publications
Box | No. | Description Date
20 1 | Forty Plays in Winning Football, by Major Earnest Graves (U.S. Army) 1921
and John J. McEwan (West Point). Collection of 40 plays published
individually or as a set. The backside if each plays contains a catalog and
publishing material. (40 pages, typed)
2 | National Collegiate Athletic Association Official Foot Ball Rules, 1938. 1938
Published by the American Sports Publishing Company (New York).
Special edition for coaching schools and officials.
3 | Tomahawk: Magazine of Campus Life, Miami University. Vol. 7, No. 3, 02/1952
February, 1952,
4 | Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, 1956 Football Handbook for Press, Radio 1956
and TV. Published by Miami University Athletic Department, John
Brickels, Director.
5 | Coach and Athlete: The Magazine for Coaches, Trainers, Officials and 05/1957
Fans. Vol. 19, no. 9, May 1957. Contains “Campus Close-Up: Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio.”
6 | Miami: Her 150" Year. Publication celebrating the 150" year of Miami 1959
University.
7 | A Football Scouting Workbook: A Practical Guide for College and High 1960
School Football Scouts, by Dienhart and Allen. Published by Tri-State
Offset Co. (Cincinnati, Ohio).
8 | The Miami Alumnus. Vol. 16, No. 3, November 1962. 11/1962
9 | The Miami Alumnus. Vol. 16, No. 4, December 1962. 12/1962
10 | Sponsorship of the 17" Annual Tangerine Bowl Football Classic. 1962
11 | The Miami Alumnus. Vol. 21, No. 6, March 1968. 03/1968
12 | The Miami Alumnus. Vol. 35, No. 1, Fall 1981. 1981
13 | Miami 1982 “Cradle of Coaches.” 1982 Miami Football Handbook. x2 1982
14 | Miamian. Vol. 2, No. 3, April 1984. 04/1984
15 | Miami Hall of Fame. Contains articles “What Miami has Meant to Me” by unknown
Walter Alston, Earl Blaik, Paul Brown, Jay Colville, Weeb Ewbank, Ara
Parseghian, John Pont and George Rider. (4 pages, x2)
16 | Miami University Hall of Fame. Contains information about Miami Hall of | unknown
Fame inductees. (4 pages)
17 | Miami Athletic Hall of Fame. Contains information about Miami Hall of unknown
Fame inductees, approx. 1986. (1 page, x2)
18 | Miami Athletic Hall of Fame. Contains information about Miami Hall of unknown
Fame inductees, approx. 1990. (1 page)
19 | Musings, by Jay Colville, with foreword by Jim Gordon. unknown
Series VI: AFCA Meetings
Box | No. | Description Date
21 1 | Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting. New York City, December 28, 12/28/1925
1925,
2 | Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting. New York City, December 29, 12/29/1926
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1926. Inscribed by Geo. L. Rider.
3 | Proceedings: Seventh Annual Meeting American Football Coaches 12/30/1927
Association. Hotel Astor, New York City, December 30, 1927. Inscribed
by Geo. L. Rider.
4 | Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the American Football 12/29/1928
Coaches Association. December 29, 1928. Inscribed by Geo. L. Rider.
5 | American Football Coaches Association Historical Digest, Data, 1931
Constitution, Membership. 1931.
6 | Proceedings of the Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting. The Bellevue-Stratford, 01/1958
Philadelphia, January 6-7-8, 1958.
7 | Proceedings of the Thirty-Sixth Annual Meeting. The Netherland Hilton, 01/1959
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 7-8-9, 1959.
8 | Proceedings of the Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting. The Penn-Sheraton 01/1961
Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., January 9-10-11, 1961. Inscribed by J. Pont.
9 | Proceedings of the Forty-Second Annual Meeting. Conrad Hilton Hotel, 01/1965
Chicago, January 11-12-13, 1965.
10 | “Why Army Switched to the Wishbone,” by Jim Young (United States 1986
Military Academy). Article from the 1986 AFCA Summer Manual. (2
pages, copy)
11 | “Placing the Defense in a Pass-Run Bind,” by George DeLeone (Syracuse 1988
University). Article from the 1988 AFCA Summer Manual. (2 pages, copy)
12 | “Run, Run & More Run, the Army Way,” by Jim Young (U.S. Military 1989
Academy). Article from the 1989 AFCA Proceedings of the Sixty-Sixth
Meeting. (3 pages, copy)
13 | “Finding Success with a QB Who Likes to March,” by Charlie Taafe (The 1989
Citadel). Article from the 1989 AFCA Summer Manual. (3 pages, copy)
Series VII: Miami University Dope’s
Box | No. | Description Date
22 1 | Miami 1949 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1949 1949
team (schedule, roster, etc.).
2 | Miami 1950 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1950 1950
team (schedule, roster, etc.). 2 copies.
3 | Miami ‘51 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1951 1951
team (schedule, roster, etc.).
4 | Miami ‘52 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1952 1952
team (schedule, roster, etc.).
5 | Miami 1954 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1954 1954
team (schedule, roster, etc.).
6 | Miami 1955 Football Dope. Folder containing information about the 1955 1955
team (schedule, roster, etc.).
Series VIII: Death and Remembering
Box | No | Description Date
22 8 | “John Pont coached Indiana Rose Bowl and led Northwestern,” by John 7/1/2008
Mullin, chicagotribune.com. (1 page, internet article)
8 | “Long time college coach John Pont dies at 80,” The Associated Press. (1 7/1/2008
page, internet article)
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8 | “Remembering John Pont,” Miami Sports Relations. (1 page, internet 7/1/2008
article)

8 | Former Football Coach John Pont Passes Away, Miami Sports Relations. 7/2/2008
(1 page, internet article)

8 | “Legendary Miami Player and Coach John Pont Passes Away,” Miami 7/2/2008
Sports Relations. (1 page, internet article)

8 | “MU coaching legend Pont dead at 80,” by Pete Conrad, Journal News. 7/2/2008
(News clipping with photocopy)

8 | “John Pont Defined MU Football,” and “Miami Loses Legendary Cradle of 7/2/2008
Coaches Member,” by Pete Conrad, Journal News. (News clipping with
photocopy).

8 | “John Pont Visitation: Stories fly as friends recall good times,” by Daniel 7/7/2008
Wells, Journal News. (News clipping with photocopy)

8 | “Pont’s loyalty, caring recalled,” by Rick McCrabb, Journal News. (News 7/8/2008
clipping with photocopy)

Series 1X: Miscellaneous Materials
Box | No. | Description Date
22 9 | 1931 Game Logs. Contains playing time statistics for the 1931 season. (31 1931

pages, original, handwritten)

10 | 1932 playing time statistics. (2 pages, original, handwritten) 1932

10 | 1933 Game Logs. Contains playing time statistics for the 1933 season. (13 1933
pages, original, typed handwritten)

10 | 1934 playing time statistics. (1 page, original, typed) 1934

10 | 1935 playing time statistics. (4 pages, original, handwritten) 1935

10 | 1936 playing time statistics. (3 pages, original, handwritten) 1936

10 | Individual Records—Minutes and Quarters. Playing time statistics for the 1938
1938 season. (3 pages, original, typed)

10 | Individual Records—Minutes and Quarters. Playing time statistics for the 1939
1939 season. (3 pages, original, typed)

10 | Time and Quarters for the Season of 1939. Playing time statistics for the 1939
1939 season. (5 pages, original, handwritten and typed)

10 | Results of 1940 Football Season. (3 pages, original, typed and handwritten) 1940

10 | Results of 1943 Football Season. (3 pages, original, typed) 1943

11 | “Miami University Cumulative Football Summary,” from Bob Howard. 11/26/1951
Statistics for 1951 season. (1 page, original)

11 | “Miami University Redskins.” Pamphlet promotion for the 1962 season. 1962

11 | “Purdue University vs. Miami (Ohio).” Transcript of the 1962 Purdue- 10/13/1962
Miami game, with game statistics (13 pages, original)

11 | Letter from John Pont to Mr. Ronald Pomfrey, dated December 6, 1962, 12/6/62
regarding Pomfrey’s request for used Miami University football equipment.
Signed by Pont on Redskins letterhead, 1 page, photocopy.

11 | Homecoming: Miami versus Ohio University. Cover of homecoming 10/26/1963
program from 1963. (1 page, original)

11 | E. Jay Coville Day Program. Cover by Ted Patterson. Signed by Jay and 1982?
Bessie Coville.

11 | Untitled. From Bob Howard (Miami University News Bureau). Article unknown
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about John Pont and his on-the-field accomplishments at Miami. (1 page)
12 | Interview with Ed Keating, 1970 DVD (Gift from Ed and Phyllis Keating) 1970

Series X: Audio/Video Materials (Digital copies of each item available)

Box | No. | Description Date
AV Box | Miami vs. Virginia, 1949 VHS 1949
AV Box | Miami vs. Virginia, 1949 DVD 1949
AV Box | Miami vs. unknown, 1949 & Miami vs. Western Michigan, 1950 VHS 1949
AV Box | Miami vs. unknown, 1949 & Miami vs. Western Michigan, 1950 DVD 1949
AV Box | Miami vs. Dayton, 10/12/1949 & Great Lakes vs. Northwestern VHS 1949
AV Box | Miami vs. Dayton, 10/12/1949 & Great Lakes vs. Northwestern DVD 1949
AV Box | 1950 Salad Bowl. Miami vs. Arizona St. VHS 1950
AV Box | 1950 Salad Bowl. Miami vs. Arizona St. DVD 1950
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 1 of 6 1962
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 2 of 6 1962
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 3 of 6 1962
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 4 of 6 1962
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 5 of 6 1962
AV Box | Audio Reel of 1962 Game against Purdue, 6 of 6 1962
AV Box | Film Reel: Bill Mallory was RE (Starting). unknown

Series XI: Binders

Box | No. | Description Date
24 1 | 1964 Yale Binder, Blue 1964

2 | 1965 Indiana Binder, Red 1965
3 | 1974 Northwestern Binder, Blue 1974
4 | Mount St. Joseph Binder, White NA
5 | Pictures of discarded binders NA




