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Preface

Over the last two and a half decades one of the major strands of my work
has been concerned with our understanding of Athenian democracy, in
its political, its social and economic, its artistic and its religious manifes-
tations. In particular, I have sought in a variety of ways to bring out the
links between the nature of Athenian political relations and the way in
which Athenian society behaved and in which it represented itself. Those
links I have argued to work in both directions: the fact that Athens was
a democracy influenced Athenian society, the Athenian economy, the
arts at Athens and Athenian religion, but equally social forms, economic
activities, artistic expression and cult practice themselves influenced the
particular way in which the Athenian democratic constitution worked in
practice. Although few scholars would deny the value of such an approach
to Athenian democracy, few themselves practise such an approach. If it
is scarcely thinkable that anyone today, more than fifty years on, would
write about the Athenian constitution as if understanding constitutional
history were simply a matter of understanding changing magisterial pow-
ers or formal differences in the legal capacities of the people, in the way
that Hignett did in 1952 in A history of the Athenian constitution to the end
of the fifth century BC, nevertheless general discussions of Athenian democ-
racy continue to paint their picture on a narrowly political canvas. In the
papers collected here I have endeavoured to show why this is too limited
an approach to understanding classical Athens and its democracy.
Following the example — and reviving the vision — of my Cambridge
predecessor, A.H.M. Jones, whose work I celebrate and explore in chapter 1,
I here collect together what I regard as my major contributions to the
study of Athens and Athenian democracy. I have arranged them into an
introduction, five parts and a coda. In the introduction (chapter 1), which
is based on my inaugural lecture as Professor of Ancient History in the
University of Cambridge, I survey the broad outline of the last fifty years
of scholarship on Athenian democracy and suggest some future directions

xii
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of study. This introduction puts my own work into its more general con-
text and shows how my work relates to that of other scholars.

The five following parts are each provided with their own brief preface,
outlining the particular lines of argument pursued in those chapters. The
first part looks at Athenian democracy as a system in which the institu-
tional framework and the patterns of official expression shaped thought
and behaviour not just in the core institutions of Council and Assembly
but in the meetings of sub-groups, whether demes, phratries, gene, or even
more informal groups. The second part looks at the organisation of produc-
tion in Athens, at who laboured to what effect and at what drove produc-
tion. It is interested both in the ways in which who did what influenced
individuals’ attitudes to one another and in the way in which the corporate
demands of the city impacted upon the economic decisions that Athenians
made. A particular concern in this part is with the interaction between eco-
nomic activity and place of residence, and I attempt to gauge the possible
parameters of physical mobility, its causes and its effects. The third part
turns its attention to Athenian law, once more to look at the interaction
between practice and theory, both in terms of individuals’ private use of the
courts and of the way Athenians deployed law in their relations with others.
I try to show both the impact of law upon society (e.g. by tracing the effects
of the Periclean Citizenship Law upon the effective visibility of women)
and of politics upon law (particularly in relation to the oligarchic coups of
the late fifth century). The fourth part turns attention to the Athenians’
monumental construction of an image of the city and its concerns in the
sculptures of the Parthenon, arguing that the sculptures both have to be
read carefully in their particular architectural context, which governed how
they were viewed, and in their broader political context. These sculptures
inevitably raise questions of the relationship between democratic politics
and religion, and it is that theme that is taken up in the final part of the
book, whose chapters explore the effect of festival practices upon citizen
ideology, the place of particular religious representations in the citizen’s
construction of the world, and the ways in which we can use material and
pictorial evidence to reveal something of Athenians’ religious experience.

In a coda I bring together many of the concerns of the earlier pages by
drawing attention to the importance within democracy of the existence of
fixed patterns of behaviour, of secular and religious rituals, which offered
the reassurance that what Athenians did and the decisions they took were
not arbitrary but the consequence of processes hallowed by tradition.

In collecting these papers here I have taken the opportunity to update
references, correct errors and add endnotes in which I comment on what

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521605700
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-60570-0 - Athens and Athenian Democracy
Robin Osborne

Frontmatter

More information

Xiv Preface

other scholars have contributed to the issue in hand since my paper was
originally published. The substance and argument of the papers them-
selves have not been altered, and, with two minor exceptions, where ignor-
ing subsequent major publications would be unhelpful, each of them refers
only to the scholarship of which I was aware when I first wrote. But the
papers now observe the same conventions for the transliteration of Greek
(a broadly Hellenising convention, except for the most familiar of names),
and over the indication of dates (dates between 1 and 1000 are BC unless
otherwise indicated; dates over 1000 are AD unless otherwise indicated).

I am grateful to Michael Sharp at Cambridge University Press and to
the two anonymous Press readers for their encouragement and for their
suggestions about the shape of the collection. The work of updating and of
converting the papers to a uniform system of reference, along with many
other tedious tasks involved in putting these papers together, has been
done by my research assistant, James Watson. I am most grateful to him
for his efficiency, care and attention to detail. I thank Philippa Steele for
her sharp-eyed reading of the proofs.
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Abbreviations

Standard abbreviations for ancient authors and texts have been used,
although these have been Hellenised where appropriate to conform to the
convention used throughout this volume.

AA Archiologischer Anzeige

ABL C.H. Haspels (1936) Attic black-figure lekythoi. Paris.

ABSA Annual of the British School at Athens

ABV J.D. Beazley (1956) Attic black-figure vase-painters.
Oxford.

Addenda T.H. Carpenter, with T. Mannock and M.
Mendonga (1989) Beazley Addenda. Additional
references to ABV, ARV* & Paralipomena. 2nd edn.
Oxford.

AION Annali di archeologia e storia antica

AJA American Journal of Archaeology

AJAH American Journal of Ancient History

AP American Journal of Philology

AM Mitteilungen des deutschen archiologischen
Instituts: Athenische Abteilung
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Arch. Delt. Archaiologikon Deltion

Arch. Eph. Archaiologike Ephemeris
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ARV*
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].D. Beazley (1963) Attic red-figure vase-painters. 2nd
edn. Oxford.

Austin® M.M. Austin (2006) The Hellenistic world from
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Cambridge. 1st edn. (Cambridge 1981.)
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