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In the mediaIn the media

By Smallbones, HaeB, Bluerasberry, Oltrepier,
and JPxG

During some months it seems like all the
media love Wikipedia. Some months, it
seems like everybody is a critic. This
month tended toward the latter, though
you can still find some positive views,
some interesting news, and even an odd
bit or two.

On June 18, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)
reported that (https://www.jta.org/2024/06/18/unite
d-states/adl-faces-wikipedia-ban-over-reliability-co
ncerns-on-israel-antisemitism) Wikipedia editors
had reached consensus over recognizing the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) as a "generally
unreliable" media source for information regarding
the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. While Wikipedia
editors routinely discuss the reliability of sources
every time concerns are raised at the Noticeboard,
the multi-part RfC about the ADL attracted way
more editor comments than such discussions
usually get.

War and information in war and politics

Noticeboard discussion concludes
with Anti-Defamation League
considered unreliable on Israeli–
Palestinian conflict
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As summarized in the JTA article (which was also
published (https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/20
24-06-19/ty-article/adl-faces-wikipedia-ban-over-re
liability-concerns-on-israel-antisemitism/00000190
-2f1d-d2ff-a5d1-7fdf29a30000) by Haaretz):

Editors supporting the ban focused on the
ADL's conduct following Oct. 7, Israel's
subsequent war with Hamas and the wave of
pro-Palestinian demonstrations on college
campuses. Many editors said the organization
had undermined its credibility by altering how
it categorizes antisemitic incidents. Its new
methodology included many pro-Palestinian
protests in its annual audit of antisemitism (htt
ps://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/us-an
tisemitic-incidents-hit-highest-level-ever-recor
ded-adl-audit-finds), which reported a large
spike over the previous year.

However, according to the subsequent closure
statement on another part of the RfC, the ADL still
"can roughly be taken as reliable on the topic of
antisemitism when Israel and Zionism are not
concerned". (Also, the statement clarifies that RfC
did not seek to overturn the previous "consensus
that the ADL is generally reliable as a source"
entirely; it remains in place for topics "excluding
the Israel/Palestine conflict and antisemitism".)

Both the JTA and — in a separate article (https://w
ww.cnn.com/2024/06/19/media/wikipedia-adl/inde
x.html) — CNN quoted James Loeffler (a professor
for Modern Jewish History at Johns Hopkins
University) on the matter. He stated e.g. that "this is
going to be a difficult blow to the credibility [of]
the ADL in its role on this issue. The staff there
will continue to do rigorous work, but this will
provide an opportunity for self-reflection."
Similarly, an opinion article by Rob Eshman in The
Forward was titled "Wikipedia called the ADL
‘unreliable.’ It’s a wake-up call the civil rights
organization badly needs (https://forward.com/opin
ion/625117/wikipedia-adl-unreliable-jonathan-gree
nblatt/)."
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Logo of the Anti-Defamation League

Greenblatt in 2017

On June 20, the ADL reacted (https://x.com/ADL/s
tatus/1803911818206687512) to the decision by
asking its social media followers to "urge
Wikipedia's board [sic] to take action on this unfair
and dangerous situation". At the time of writing,
8400 supporters had signed this call (https://action.
adl.org/a/wiki) (out of a goal of 10,000).

The following day, ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt
was invited on MSNBC news talk show Morning
Joe to share his views on the subject (https://www.
msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/-it-s-flat-out-wrong
-adl-head-slams-wikipedia-for-saying-org-is-unreli
able-source-213420613715). While professing that
"Wikipedia [...] is an organization that we deeply
respect", Greenblatt stated that Wikipedia's
processes lacked full access and transparency –
even deeming them as "a bit of a black box" – in
comparison to the ADL's supposedly more
transparent approach, which he described as
"absolutely rigorous" and "done very above the
board". He also appeared to tie his criticism to
existing concerns that Wikipedia may be silencing
the voices of other marginalized groups, arguing –
to the immediate agreement of fellow panelist
Eugene Robinson, an African American journalist
who is an associate editor of the Washington Post:

I think we should listen to Black people when
they tell us about what racism is. I think we
should listen to LGBTQ groups themselves
about [what] homophobia or transphobia is.
And I think we need to listen to Jewish groups
to explain what antisemitism is.

According to the JTA, a "series of controversial statements" by Greenblatt, together with media
reports about an ensuing staff revolt at the ADL (https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/jan/05/adl-
pro-israel-advocacy-zionism-antisemitism), had played a role in the Wikipedia RfC's outcome,
alongside debates about "a controversial definition of antisemitism that the ADL embraces".

On 25 June, as reported (https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/concern-dismay-by-wikipedia-at
tack-on-adl-43-jewish-groups-tell-wikimedia-foundation/article_9cd110d5-66d1-50bd-b767-0fcec73
34e4a.html) by the Jewish News Syndicate, The Jerusalem Post (https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/arti
cle-807681) and Haaretz (https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/2024-06-25/ty-article/.premium/leading-je
wish-groups-rebuke-wikipedias-attack-on-adls-credibility-on-antisemitism/00000190-4f10-da42-a1b
a-7f7a12ad0000), among other media, 43 leading Jewish organizations co-signed an open letter to

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ADL_logo_(2018)_cropped.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ADL_logo_(2018)_cropped.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jonathan_Greenblatt_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jonathan_Greenblatt_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg
https://x.com/ADL/status/1803911818206687512
https://x.com/ADL/status/1803911818206687512
https://action.adl.org/a/wiki
https://action.adl.org/a/wiki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Greenblatt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MSNBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morning_Joe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morning_Joe
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/-it-s-flat-out-wrong-adl-head-slams-wikipedia-for-saying-org-is-unreliable-source-213420613715
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/-it-s-flat-out-wrong-adl-head-slams-wikipedia-for-saying-org-is-unreliable-source-213420613715
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/-it-s-flat-out-wrong-adl-head-slams-wikipedia-for-saying-org-is-unreliable-source-213420613715
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/-it-s-flat-out-wrong-adl-head-slams-wikipedia-for-saying-org-is-unreliable-source-213420613715
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Robinson_(journalist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Black_racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBTQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transphobia
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/jan/05/adl-pro-israel-advocacy-zionism-antisemitism
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/jan/05/adl-pro-israel-advocacy-zionism-antisemitism
https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/concern-dismay-by-wikipedia-attack-on-adl-43-jewish-groups-tell-wikimedia-foundation/article_9cd110d5-66d1-50bd-b767-0fcec7334e4a.html
https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/concern-dismay-by-wikipedia-attack-on-adl-43-jewish-groups-tell-wikimedia-foundation/article_9cd110d5-66d1-50bd-b767-0fcec7334e4a.html
https://www.columbusjewishnews.com/jns/concern-dismay-by-wikipedia-attack-on-adl-43-jewish-groups-tell-wikimedia-foundation/article_9cd110d5-66d1-50bd-b767-0fcec7334e4a.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_News_Syndicate
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-807681
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-807681
https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/2024-06-25/ty-article/.premium/leading-jewish-groups-rebuke-wikipedias-attack-on-adls-credibility-on-antisemitism/00000190-4f10-da42-a1ba-7f7a12ad0000
https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/2024-06-25/ty-article/.premium/leading-jewish-groups-rebuke-wikipedias-attack-on-adls-credibility-on-antisemitism/00000190-4f10-da42-a1ba-7f7a12ad0000
https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/2024-06-25/ty-article/.premium/leading-jewish-groups-rebuke-wikipedias-attack-on-adls-credibility-on-antisemitism/00000190-4f10-da42-a1ba-7f7a12ad0000


the WMF's Board of Trustees in protest to the discussion's verdict, calling on the board to overturn
the decision. In response to a JTA inquiry (https://www.jta.org/2024/06/25/united-states/wikipedias-o
perator-rejects-jewish-groups-call-to-override-editors-on-adl-trustworthiness), the Vice-President of
Community Resilience & Sustainability, Maggie Dennis, said that the letter represented "a
misunderstanding of the situation and how Wikipedia works", noting how neither the BoT, nor the
WMF had direct control on the content uploaded and edited by Wikipedia volunteers; the
Foundation's representatives also stated that they were still considering how to reply to the letter,
hoping to "learn more about [the organizations'] needs", while "[raising] more understanding" about
the platform's rules. A day later, the Foundation released a fuller "statement on volunteer processes
on reliable sources (https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2024/06/26/wikimedia-foundation-statem
ent-volunteer-processes-reliable-sources/)" on its website. Apart from general explanations of these
processes, it also decried inaccurate media coverage that had "incorrectly implied that the ADL is no
longer considered a reliable source on Wikipedia", stressing that it "remains a generally reliable
source on Wikipedia, outside of the topic of the Israel/Palestine conflict."

This recent review of the ADL's reliability as a source follows a March 2021 discussion about the
extent to which the organization was complying with Wikipedia's rules for conflict of interest, as it
encouraged its staff to edit Wikipedia articles. At the time, The Forward reported (https://forward.co
m/news/467423/adl-may-have-violated-wikipedia-rules-editing-its-own-entries/) that the ADL
suspended their staff editing project as a result of the challenges with compliance.

The actual closing statement, written by a triparty of The Wordsmith, theleekycauldron and Tamzin
(and which can be viewed in full at this link), says:

It is not disputed here that the ADL is an activist source and a biased source. "Biased" in this
context is not an insult: Wikipedia policy understands that all sources have some degree of bias,
and even significant bias is not necessarily disqualifying. What matters is the degree to which a
source can be relied upon for statements of fact. Statements of opinion are another matter, which
complicates this RfC: Many statements that the ADL makes are inherently opinion, and are thus
subject to different rules as to when and how they should be cited.

In the first part of this RfC, there is a clear consensus that the ADL is generally unreliable
regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. [See previous partial close.] The second part extends
this consensus to the intersection of antisemitism and the conflict, such as labeling pro-
Palestinian activists as antisemitic. While the second part in theory encompassed all ADL
coverage of antisemitism, much of the discussion focused, explicitly or implicitly, on that
intersection. There was insufficient argumentation against the ADL's reliability regarding
antisemitism in other contexts; much of the opposition in that regard focused on subjective
disagreements as to how far the taint of the Israel-related general unreliability should spread. The
ADL can roughly be taken as reliable on the topic of antisemitism when Israel and Zionism
are not concerned. We remind editors that source reliability is always a case-by-case matter.
RSN's purpose is to answer the general case. The reliability of a given statement by a source, for
a given statement in a Wikipedia article, must always be decided by that article's editors.

The third part of the discussion, about the ADL's hate symbol database, was largely unrelated to
the first two. Editors' concerns were mostly not about Israel–Palestine issues, but about poor
editorial oversight of the database. We are aware that the ADL has taken note of this discussion,
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which affords a rare opportunity to directly address a source that editors have identified quality-
control issues with: If the ADL invests more effort in editorial review of its hate symbol database
entries, including bylines and other means of establishing expertise, that would address most of
the concerns expressed by the community. Until then, however, the rough consensus here is that
the database is reliable for the existence of a symbol and for straightforward facts about it,
but not reliable for more complex details, such as symbols' history. In-text attribution to the
ADL may be advisable when it is cited in such cases.

The normal approach for reliability applies to statements of fact. Citing the ADL hate symbol
database as an opinion is not a question of reliability, but rather one of due weight. Editors
should look at usage by other sources in the context of both the database as a whole and the
individual statement. In this regard, there is no consensus against representing the ADL's
opinions, and perhaps a weak consensus in favor; as always, case-by-case judgment is critical.
We note also that, when editors cite secondary sources that in turn reference the database, it is
the secondary sources' reliability that is relevant, not the database's. Statements of opinion
should be attributed in-text.

—BR, H, O

The Brussels Times recently explained "how Wikipedia fights against fake news" (https://www.brusse
lstimes.com/art-culture/1080893/how-wikipedia-stops-fake-news), basing their article on statements
by Rebecca MacKinnon, who currently heads the Wikimedia Foundation's Global Advocacy team,
having previously worked in journalism and digital rights. Besides summarizing various
longstanding features (such as page protection, watchlists, or the ArbCom) that help Wikipedia's
volunteers "vigilantly defend against information that does not meet the site's policies for what
constitutes reliably sourced, encyclopaedic information," the article highlights a more recent
innovation:

Ahead of major elections in 2024, a new Disinformation Response Taskforce
(DRT) has formed to partner with trusted Wikimedia volunteers and Wikimedia
affiliates to identify potential information attacks on Wikipedia.
And it seems to be working. Wikimedia has not uncovered any specific
disinformation campaigns, either private or foreign state-driven campaigns in the
run-up to the elections.
"As far as we are aware, Wikipedia's content moderation processes and systems
are working well and as normal. We have not been alerted to any unusual activity
on EU elections-related pages," MacKinnon said.

Perhaps due to the apparently highly-sensitive nature of its work, no documentation of this taskforce
could be found on-wiki (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?search=%22Disinformation+Response
+Taskforce%22&title=Special:Search&profile=advanced&fulltext=1&ns0=1&ns1=1&ns2=1&ns3=1

WMF's cloak-and-dagger "Disinformation Response Taskforce" to be
involved with election-related news somehow
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&ns4=1&ns5=1&ns6=1&ns7=1&ns8=1&ns9=1&ns10=1&ns11=1&ns12=1&ns13=1&ns14=1&ns15
=1&ns100=1&ns101=1&ns118=1&ns119=1&ns710=1&ns711=1&ns828=1&ns829=1) on the
English Wikipedia at the time of writing. Elsewhere on the Internet (https://www.google.com/search?
q=%22Disinformation+Response+Taskforce%22+OR+%22Disinformation+Response+Taskforces%
22), the only information about the DRT shared by the Foundation seems to be a couple of short
paragraphs in an October 2023 Diff post (https://diff.wikimedia.org/2023/10/03/challenging-disinfor
mation-in-the-wikimedia-ecosystem/), where the DRT was (somewhat confusingly) first described as
a single entity being run by the WMF's Trust and Safety Disinformation team. Right afterwards, the
same team is reported as "preparing for several Disinformation Response Taskforces (DRTs),
designed to support Wikimedia communities to maintain knowledge integrity during high-risk
events."

Further information was revealed in emails sent last month by a WMF "Disinformation Specialist",
and forwarded (https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/wikinl-l@lists.wikimedia.org/thread/D4O4
7FEZM66E7TYEDVOJQWLCBP3ERIXJ/) to a public mailing list by a Dutch Wikipedian. These
listed the purposes of such taskforces, described them as "a project that we are doing related to the
upcoming EU parliamentary elections, taking place from the 6th [to the] 9th of June, 2024", and
appeared to invite the Dutch Wikipedia's ArbCom members (https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:
Arbitragecommissie) to an "initial meeting to discuss disinformation challenges with folks from
across various European-language communities" on May 21.

The EU's recently implemented Digital Services Act (DSA) imposes various obligations on "Very
Large Online Platforms" (VLOPs) such as Wikipedia. In late March, the EU Commission finalized
its "Guidelines for providers of Very Large Online Platforms ... on the mitigation of systemic risks
for electoral processes pursuant to the Digital Services Act (https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/repositor
y/document/2024-13/C_2024_2121_1_EN_annexe_acte_autonome_cp_part1_v3_tpHHZgYyBGFM
F8J5rE0OR1GdOis_103911.pdf)", with specific mention of the European Parliament elections in
June. As explained (https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/publicpolicy@lists.wikimedia.org/threa
d/EBDYDGP53W634IRMJNVLQMN7WW3QA6TZ/) some weeks ago by MacKinnon's colleague,
Dimitar Dimitrov from Wikimedia Europe (long known to Wikimedians as "our man in Brussels"),
the Commission's document applies to Wikipedia too. He said that "to be honest, it feels
simultaneously overwhelming and underwhelming. A ton of well-meant recommendations (as
guidelines are non-binding), but it also says that VLOPs are free to come up with other measures to
mitigate risks." As summarized (https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/publicpolicy@lists.wikime
dia.org/message/GKQYN4Y6LH3EULHNU4EXQUPUE4L7IUQK/) by Dimitrov, the Commission's
exhortations come in several categories, e.g. "specific recommendations for during the election
period (put in place an internal incident response mechanism)". —H

Writing for Spokane-based newspaper Inlander, freelance journalist and photographer Will Maupin
recently stated his personal mission "to visually document our region for Wikipedia" (https://www.inl
ander.com/special-guides/ill-be-trading-my-laptop-for-a-camera-and-road-trips-to-visually-document
-our-region-for-wikipedia-28114485). Maupin has edited Wikipedia since 2005 as SpokaneWilly, and
regularly takes photos of sites on the National Register of Historic Places and other local sites from

Photos from a friendly journalist
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Peone Prairie, the first photo ever uploaded by Will
Maupin

the Inland Northwest region. You can check out
more of his photos in this issue's Gallery, or at this
link (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:
ListFiles?limit=500&user=SpokaneWilly&ilshowa
ll=1) on Wikimedia Commons.

—S, O

Sam Kriss, in a fairly-good (but paywalled) column
(https://samkriss.substack.com/p/king-joe-forever)
largely focused on other issues, takes a brief aside
to note:

In her essay on Goodreads, Oyler offers a brief account of the history behind rating books out of
five stars, all of which is—you guessed it—available on the Wikipedia page for ‘Star
(classification),’ which comes up when you Google ‘history behind rating books out of five
stars.’ First, Oyler discusses Regency Englishwoman Mariana Starke’s exclamation-point-filled
guidebook to the Continent (and a quote from The Charterhouse of Parma mocking it,
conveniently referenced on Ms. Starke’s Wikipedia page). Then, she makes a brief foray into the
Michelin star (apparently less ‘whimsical’ than exclamation points). And finally, she visits the
Best American Short Stories series and its editor Edward O’Brien’s asterisks indicating
‘permanence.’ Oyler includes extensive quotes from totally forgotten American satirist Oliver
Herford’s nearly unreadable review trashing O’Brien’s selections for the 1921 BASS (a review
conveniently referenced on the ‘Star (classification)’ Wikipedia page).

But the grubby secret of intellectual production is that everyone does this. When I wrote about
baetyls this spring, I discovered that a bunch of writers—including Shaykh Afifi al-Akiti, Fellow
in Islamic Studies at Oxford—had repeated an absolutely false claim about the Kaaba in Mecca
that appears to have popped into existence from nowhere on its Wikipedia page. But I do it too.
This piece is basically just a bunch of ludicrous takes and off-the-cuff impressions, but writing it
still involved reflexively clicking around the Wikipedia pages for ‘Inca Empire,’ ‘Blastocyst,’
‘Vladimir Lenin,’ ‘Physalis,’ and ‘Anamnesis (philosophy).’ Every trendy young writer is really
just stamping their brand on the labour of the solemn, dedicated, anonymous dickless weirdos
who actually write the articles on Wikipedia. The proletarians of thought. You don’t know their
names, and you’d probably flinch if you saw them in real life, but you’ve decided to let these
people replace a significant chunk of your brain. (Actually, the trendy young writers do all
contribute to exactly one Wikipedia article: their own.) In a sense, everyone knows everything;
we’re all plugged in to the same external memory. In another sense, nobody except the
wikimonks has any knowledge of anything at all. At least when all our information came from
books, everyone had a slightly different library of things they’d forgotten; now, we’ve all
forgotten the same great universal sludge of facts.

Dickless weirdos or proletarians of
thought?
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In fiction, "fungus" may be a doomsday article, but
in Wikipedia it is a vital article and a featured article.

This post was fact-checked by real Wikipedian patriots — "Mostly True". It's rare for a month to go
by without at least a couple stories where some politician or pundit is made to eat crow after cribbing
a speech or a quip from a Wikipedia article... and that's just the ones where it's politically dramatic to
write about it. Nonpartisan instances of this are too numerous to count (CNN once asked some
"internet culture analyst" what a simp was, and the guy copypastaed them the lead I wrote at Simp —
there was once a fire in the California Delta and the anchor stood in front of a camera to read
verbatim the lead I wrote at Bradford Island — we all have stories like this).

While "proletarians of thought" and "wikimonks" are quite dignified appellations, surely he could
have found a nicer way to refer to the female contingent of the editoriat (clearly his epithet does not
refer to its entirety, as a quick visit to the Commons category "human penis" can confirm). One
suspects that a little more time with us could well have helped Sam avoid having to make up the
philosopher Apethitikes in an earlier post,[1] but we appreciate what moments we've been able to
spend together nonetheless, and I can personally say I have the utmost faith that we can overcome the
issue of flinching in awe upon cognizance of the average Wikipedian's (or at least my) impressive
fashion sense, bench press, hairline, et cetera. —JPxG

The end of the world as chronicled on a
Wikipedia talk page: A short story (https://

www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-0172

3-z) published in Nature Futures, the

science fiction offshoot of scientific journal

Nature, takes the form of a Wikipedia talk

page (albeit without mentioning Wikipedia)

for a fictitious article. It starts with the

header

This is the talk page for
discussing improvements to
the End of Plastic (2029)
article, about the Tremella
purgare fungus, released into
the Gulf of Mexico after the
TransAm War Oil Spill, and
the knock-on impact of the
attempted bioremediation.
This page has been listed as a
level-3 vital article in Earth. If
you can improve it, please do.

The talk page progressively takes a dark turn, going from a request to disambiguate a

"deadly fungi" link over frantic attempts to keep the article updated with the UN's

In brief
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rapidly rising death numbers, to mentions of Internet access becoming spotty and

editors retreating into their family bunkers.

See also previous Signpost coverage of other dystopian science fiction stories in

Wikipedia style.

Edit wars over real-life war in Gaza (again): As reported (https://www.aljazeera.com/n

ews/2024/6/14/wikipedia-war-fierce-row-erupts-over-israels-deadly-nuseirat-assault) by

Al Jazeera, fierce edit wars have been taking place over Wikipedia articles about the

recent deadly events at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, which reportedly

left at least 300 people killed and 700 injured following an IDF raid to free four Israeli

hostages of Hamas. The matter has been so divisive that, at the time of writing, there

are two separate articles covering it, with the former – the subject of the Al Jazeera
report – describing the event as a "rescue operation", and the latter naming it a

"massacre". For now, both pages have been extended-protected, as part of the site's

policy on contentious topics. Back in January of this year, the Signpost interviewed

some users involved in the WikiProjects WP:Israel and WP:Palestine to get their views

on how to preserve neutrality and civil discussion while editing pages related to the

ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

90% of Israelis use Wikipedia: A survey conducted by Wikimedia Israel, and presented

at a June 9 event celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Hebrew Wikipedia, found that

"Wikipedia remains the primary source of information for about 90% of Israelis", with "no

significant gaps" between Jewish and Arab Israelis. Overall, though, Israeli Internet

users face high rates of fake or biased content, or at least according to a Ynet article (htt

ps://www.ynetnews.com/business/article/bjamcxmha) reporting on the study.

Thought Contagion (?): American newspaper National Review argued that "Wikipedia

Is Biased against Conservatives — and the Slant Is Infecting AI Models" (https://www.na

tionalreview.com/news/new-study-confirms-long-held-conservative-suspicions-of-wikipe

dia-bias/), prominently citing a recent report (https://manhattan.institute/article/is-wikiped

ia-politically-biased) by conservative think-tank Manhattan Institute centered around the

platform to strengthen their thesis. See this issue's Recent Research for more

information. The research was also cited by Deseret News contributor Bethany Mandel

(see next bullet) writing an op-ed for another publication.

Hit piece: "Being a conservative with a Wikipedia entry means that everyone who

meets you has already read a hit piece about you" claims (https://nypost.com/2024/06/2

5/opinion/wikipedias-lefty-bias-measured-in-study-but-ive-felt-it-firsthand/) Bethany

Mandel in a New York Post opinion article.

More education under our belts: Canadian magazine Chatelaine announced that they

would support (https://chatelaine.com/living/wikipedia-women-venturekids/) non-profit
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America's national bird? Cheyenne, a female bald
eagle, as photographed by Carol M. Highsmith

organization VentureKids, led by technology journalist and Wikipedian Takara Small, for

the third edition (https://venturekids.ca/wikipedia.html) of their yearly edit-a-thon, aimed

to participants aged from 13 to 18 and focused on creating pages for Canadian women

prominently involved in any of the STEAM fields. The event will be held in Toronto and

San Diego, with participants being allowed to join either in person or remotely.

Let's get Medieval!: In their latest installment (https://www.medievalists.net/2024/06/me

dieval-studies-articles-may-2024/) of their monthly series about open-access studies

about the Middle Ages and its historical representation, Canadian portal Medievalists.net
included an article (https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41280-024-00321-6)

aiming to elaborate on "Wikipedia's impact on public understanding of the past,

particularly our medieval pasts". The three researchers focused on the articles about the

Black Death, the Viking Age and Old English literature for their examinations.

Giving us the bird: Jack E. Davis,

distinguished professor of history at the

University of Florida, writes You probably
think this is our national bird. Think again.
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinion
s/2024/06/19/bald-eagle-national-bird/) in
The Washington Post. Of course nearly

everybody "knows" that the bald eagle
is the U.S. national bird. Davis cites The
Washington Post (https://www.washington

post.com/lifestyle/2024/04/03/bald-eagle-cl

ark-ronald-reagan/) and Wikipedia as

sources that make this mistake. The bald

eagle has appeared on the Seal of the

United States since 1782, as has a pyramid (on the reverse), but neither congress, nor

the president, has officially declared them national symbols. Members of congress from

Minnesota have recently introduced a bill to make the eagle's status as national bird

official, supported by the Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes. There is no need for a

national edifice, so they left out the pyramid. Congress can't seem to agree on anything

these days, but they should be able to pass this unanimously the next time they meet.

Just do it! – S

Miki buses join the Wiki Wiki buses: The Wiki Wiki Shuttle at the Honolulu airport has

a special place in Wikipedia lore. When Ward Cunningham wrote the first Wiki software

Oddities
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Wiki Wiki Shuttle to be joined by self-driving
electric sibling, "Miki"

he named it after the shuttle whose name

means "quick" in Hawaiian. The airport has

just added an AI powered self-driving

electric sibling, "The new fleet, named

"Miki", the Hawaiian word for agile, will

augment the existing Wiki Wiki shuttle bus

service and provide travelers with another

transportation option between gates and

terminals." (https://spectrumlocalnews.co

m/hi/hawaii/news/2024/04/17/new-electric-

shuttle-fleet-named--miki--launches-at-hon

olulu-airport) Perhaps there is an AI powered self-writing Mikipedia in our future? I hope

not. – S

Wiki in the scrum and on the links: The New Zealand Herald reported about Dallas

Wiki (https://www.nzherald.co.nz/horowhenua-chronicle/news/hole-in-one-for-horowhen

ua-kapiti-lock-dallas-wiki/3B5AG3FULZCSNOGW7ADAVVSNJ4/), a 24-year-old New

Zealand rugby player, who is also a golfer. I wonder if he has any relatives named Miki?

– S

Do you want to contribute to "In the media" by writing a story or even just an "in brief" item? Edit our next edition in

the Newsroom or leave a tip on the suggestions page.

← PREVIOUS "In the media" NEXT "In the media" →

+ Add a comment (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?editintro=Wikipedia:Wikip

edia_Signpost/Templates/Comment-editnotice&title=Wikipedia_talk:Wikipedia_Sig

npost/2024-07-04/In_the_media&action=edit&preload=Wikipedia:Signpost/Templa

tes/Signpost-article-comments-end/preload)
THESE COMMENTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY TRANSCLUDED FROM THIS ARTICLE'S TALK PAGE. TO FOLLOW
COMMENTS, ADD THE PAGE TO YOUR WATCHLIST (HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=WIKIPEDIA
_TALK:WIKIPEDIA_SIGNPOST/2024-07-04/IN_THE_MEDIA&ACTION=WATCH). IF YOUR COMMENT HAS NOT
APPEARED HERE, YOU CAN TRY .

Thanks for another good Signpost! :-) Btw @User:JPxG, all that info about Lauren Oyler's
apparent reliance on Wikipedia was first dredged up by Ann Manov in Bookforum[1] (https://
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www.bookforum.com/print/3004/lauren-oyler-s-meditations-on-goodreads-anxiety-and-gossi
p-25333) (in a takedown so bitter and splashy that the review itself became news [2] (https://
www.independent.co.uk/life-style/lauren-oyler-review-bookforum-b2527356.html)). Maybe
the Substack article mentions that, I don't know. I'm stuck in the cold and barren land
outside the paywall! Crunchydillpickle🥒 (talk) 08:43, 5 July 2024 (UTC)

I was surprised that Nature's (very droll) satire wasn't inspired by the novel (itself a spin-off of
Doomwatch, itself a cultural fossil. Then again, I recall it from another high school student having it –
Class of '77, mind you! More seriously, it's good to see Wikipedia used as a format for satire...!
kencf0618 (talk) 14:53, 4 July 2024 (UTC)

Thanks for the info! Doomwatch#Series_One has a good paragraph on the first episode. It
looks to me like this is just another example of "there's nothing new under the sun". If
anybody sees more Fiction set on Wikipedia do please let us know at Suggestions.
Smallbones(smalltalk) 19:01, 4 July 2024 (UTC)
I love this type of fiction, so this was a joy to read for me :) ~Maplestrip/Mable (chat)
11:49, 5 July 2024 (UTC)

Some ADL discussion at Jimbotalk: User_talk:Jimbo_Wales#The_ADL_is_"generally_unreliable".
Gråbergs Gråa Sång (talk) 08:22, 5 July 2024 (UTC)
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Traffic report

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE SIGNPOST? SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK.
Home About Archives Newsroom Subscribe
Suggestions (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/Newsroom/Suggestions)

1. I searched for apethitikes and απεθιτικης, on Google, as well as my TWL access to
JSTOR, Cambridge University Press, newspapers.com, De Gruyter, the Loeb Classical
Library and ProQuest, and found nothing but his Substack — my disappointment
immeasurable.

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/2024-07-
04/In_the_media&oldid=1235995490"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/2024-07-04/Traffic_report
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_talk:Wikipedia_Signpost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/Archives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/Newsroom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/Subscribe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/Newsroom/Suggestions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:TWL
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/2024-07-04/In_the_media&oldid=1235995490
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Signpost/2024-07-04/In_the_media&oldid=1235995490

