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29.10.24

 Sudoku Mild No 15,342 Difficult No 15,343 Super fiendish No 15,344 Word watch
David Parfitt

Owelty
a A nesting area used by 
nocturnal birds
b A feeling of resignation
c Equality in financial 
transactions

Lucifugous
a Spending immoderately
b For the relief of a fever
c Shunning or avoiding 
light

Jerkwater
a A Caribbean spiced 
drink
b A sad or poignant film 
or book
c (Of a place) small and 
remote

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2819 by Teazel

Across
1 The French Revolution? (4,5)
6 Find a space to leave a coat (5)
8 House and grounds where one 

may find game (5,4)
9 Row of mountains resounded 

with echo (5)
10 Porthole shutter, not at all 

heavy? (9)
12 Compassionate, being English 

(6)
13 At critical moment, energy in 

dancer’s toes (6)
16 Card Peter played that may be 

put down for star (3,6)
18 Freight to travel on passenger 

transport (5)
19 Mexican dish and a Chile stew 

(9)
21 Mum always very thin (5)
22 To an extent, entreat men 

towards medical help (9)

Down
1 Meekly surrendered primitive 

shelter before row (5,2)
2 Shoulder burden of file 

transfer? (6)
3 Slow speech from doctor with 

sharp implement (5)
4 Squad of players not finishing 

drink (3)
5 Start to speak, leaving 

opponent nowhere to stand? 
(4,3,5)

6 Serviceman in foreign capital 
is nosy, amid high tension (6,6)

7 Set free, did a bit of running 
and finally departed (8)

11 Police officer is man convulsed 
with greed (8)

14 Blooming group of actors is 
rejected (7)

15 A poet, I fancy narcotic (6)
17 A table for celebrities (1-4)
20 Signal to line up for hearing (3)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

19 20

21

22
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

1 Brooklynites live in 
which American city?

2 On January 1, 2008, 
which currency became 
legal tender in Malta?

3 Bob Hoskins famously 
said: “It’s good to talk” 
in an ad campaign for 
which company?

4 In 1542, who became 
queen of Scotland when 
she was six days old?

5 Which clover is 
regarded as the 
unofficial national 
flower of Ireland?

6 Fleance is the son of 
which character in the 
Shakespeare play 
Macbeth?

7 Who was awarded the 
1921 Nobel prize in 

physics for “his services 
to theoretical physics”?

8 Richard Ayoade, 
Simon Bird and Phil 
Wang are former 
presidents of which 
Cambridge University 
comedy troupe?

9 Which future prime 
minister married his 
first wife, Margaret 
Owen, in 1888?

10 Suggs had a 1995 hit 
with a cover of which 
song from the Beatles’ 
album Revolver? 

11 Which Canadian 
actor played Jack, a 
child born in captivity, 
in the 2015 film Room?

12 The phrase 
“éminence grise” 
originally referred to 
which chief adviser of 
Cardinal Richelieu? 

13 The Cabin at the End 
of the World (2018) and 
Survivor Song (2020) are 
horror novels by which 
US author?

14 Which cricket club 
won the County 
Championship in 1948, 
1969 and 1997?

15 Born in Ebbw Vale in 
1943, which co-founder 
of the fashion chain 
Warehouse is pictured?
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 8 1 4 1 8 3
8 7 6 2 1 9 5 6 1
6 1 6 3 2 7

3 9 8 1 9 2
2 5 1 8 4 6 5 3
1 3 5 3 6 4 2 1
6 8 1 9 8 2
9 3 8 1 8 3

8 1 9 6 2 4 8 3 1
9 6 7 2 2 5 1

Kakuro 3856

Futoshiki 4897

C U

F R O N T

A S

A D J U S T

L R

E V E R Y

Lexica 7744

J U I C E

O H

B O W N

M S U

O R E D

O E

Lexica 7743Cell Blocks 5240 Set Square 3859

Suko 4259

Train Tracks 2384

Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 68 ÷ 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 176

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 197 – 838x 3

50%
OF IT

x 5

+ 64x 4

÷ 13

+ 994

x 3 + 9

+ 26

32/
OF IT

75%
OF IT

+ 997

80%
OF IT

+ 8 SQUARE
IT

+ 21/
OF IT

+ 21/
OF IT

54/
OF IT

90%
OF IT

– 9

+ 83 65/
OF IT

+ 57

+ 88

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)

P R E S S
P H O T O G R A P H E R
I L C A A E

S Q U E A K S A M O S A
U S E E A

B E N T T U R N D OW N
A R

A L T R U I S T A R C H
A N A M L

S P E L L S R E B O O T
T E U M U W

C O N V E R S A T I O N
P I E C E

Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5241

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

  Polygon  Set Square No 3860

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9754

 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N 
W     E 

S

                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.

  S(Knottenbelt)    W          N               E

♠QJ10987  

♥J95  

♦963  

♣6

Teams ♠42  

♥10843  

♦QJ1082  

♣93

♠A  

♥AK2  

♦A7  

♣AQJ10852

♠K653  

♥Q76  

♦K54  

♣K74

♠AJ96543  

♥-  

♦KJ9642  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

M A T T B L U S T E R Y
C E E N Y E

T U R M E R I C P O S T
T P R L O O

R E M E D Y E N G U L F
O R A R V
D I S A D V A N T A G E D
M M I P Y

A P P E A L C O H E R E
L N L H I E

B O U T A N A R C H I C
R A G O A G

W E L L N E S S L A N D

Sudoku 15,339

Killer 9752

Sudoku 15,340

Killer 9753

Sudoku 15,341

Quick Cryptic 2818

KenKen 6349

Codeword 5357

A S D I C M A T T L U C A S
U Y O E O O O T
R O S EW A T E R C A N O E
O O B A R U T P
R E N N E T L I Z S M I T H
A L B C T N E
A N G E L C A K E S T E I N
U R C L N M
S U E D E K I L O M E T R E
T A P G I I R
R A T T I G A N T R O P I C
A O T M B A A H
L O U T H M E L A N E S I A
I S E O U D T N
SW E E T E N E R A V A S T

GK Crossword 257

1 Rat
2 Judas
3 Sneaky
4 Informer
5 Supergrass

Cryptic 
Quintagram
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is nosy, amid high tension (6,6)

7 Set free, did a bit of running 
and finally departed (8)

11 Police officer is man convulsed 
with greed (8)

14 Blooming group of actors is 
rejected (7)

15 A poet, I fancy narcotic (6)
17 A table for celebrities (1-4)
20 Signal to line up for hearing (3)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

19 20

21

22
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15

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

1 Brooklynites live in 
which American city?

2 On January 1, 2008, 
which currency became 
legal tender in Malta?

3 Bob Hoskins famously 
said: “It’s good to talk” 
in an ad campaign for 
which company?

4 In 1542, who became 
queen of Scotland when 
she was six days old?

5 Which clover is 
regarded as the 
unofficial national 
flower of Ireland?

6 Fleance is the son of 
which character in the 
Shakespeare play 
Macbeth?

7 Who was awarded the 
1921 Nobel prize in 

physics for “his services 
to theoretical physics”?

8 Richard Ayoade, 
Simon Bird and Phil 
Wang are former 
presidents of which 
Cambridge University 
comedy troupe?

9 Which future prime 
minister married his 
first wife, Margaret 
Owen, in 1888?

10 Suggs had a 1995 hit 
with a cover of which 
song from the Beatles’ 
album Revolver? 

11 Which Canadian 
actor played Jack, a 
child born in captivity, 
in the 2015 film Room?

12 The phrase 
“éminence grise” 
originally referred to 
which chief adviser of 
Cardinal Richelieu? 

13 The Cabin at the End 
of the World (2018) and 
Survivor Song (2020) are 
horror novels by which 
US author?

14 Which cricket club 
won the County 
Championship in 1948, 
1969 and 1997?

15 Born in Ebbw Vale in 
1943, which co-founder 
of the fashion chain 
Warehouse is pictured?

 Suko No 4259

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.com

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10

29.10.24

 Sudoku Mild No 15,342 Difficult No 15,343 Super fiendish No 15,344 Word watch
David Parfitt

Owelty
a A nesting area used by 
nocturnal birds
b A feeling of resignation
c Equality in financial 
transactions

Lucifugous
a Spending immoderately
b For the relief of a fever
c Shunning or avoiding 
light

Jerkwater
a A Caribbean spiced 
drink
b A sad or poignant film 
or book
c (Of a place) small and 
remote

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2819 by Teazel

Across
1 The French Revolution? (4,5)
6 Find a space to leave a coat (5)
8 House and grounds where one 

may find game (5,4)
9 Row of mountains resounded 

with echo (5)
10 Porthole shutter, not at all 

heavy? (9)
12 Compassionate, being English 

(6)
13 At critical moment, energy in 

dancer’s toes (6)
16 Card Peter played that may be 

put down for star (3,6)
18 Freight to travel on passenger 

transport (5)
19 Mexican dish and a Chile stew 

(9)
21 Mum always very thin (5)
22 To an extent, entreat men 

towards medical help (9)

Down
1 Meekly surrendered primitive 

shelter before row (5,2)
2 Shoulder burden of file 

transfer? (6)
3 Slow speech from doctor with 

sharp implement (5)
4 Squad of players not finishing 

drink (3)
5 Start to speak, leaving 

opponent nowhere to stand? 
(4,3,5)

6 Serviceman in foreign capital 
is nosy, amid high tension (6,6)

7 Set free, did a bit of running 
and finally departed (8)

11 Police officer is man convulsed 
with greed (8)

14 Blooming group of actors is 
rejected (7)

15 A poet, I fancy narcotic (6)
17 A table for celebrities (1-4)
20 Signal to line up for hearing (3)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

19 20

21

22
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

1 Brooklynites live in 
which American city?

2 On January 1, 2008, 
which currency became 
legal tender in Malta?

3 Bob Hoskins famously 
said: “It’s good to talk” 
in an ad campaign for 
which company?

4 In 1542, who became 
queen of Scotland when 
she was six days old?

5 Which clover is 
regarded as the 
unofficial national 
flower of Ireland?

6 Fleance is the son of 
which character in the 
Shakespeare play 
Macbeth?

7 Who was awarded the 
1921 Nobel prize in 

physics for “his services 
to theoretical physics”?

8 Richard Ayoade, 
Simon Bird and Phil 
Wang are former 
presidents of which 
Cambridge University 
comedy troupe?

9 Which future prime 
minister married his 
first wife, Margaret 
Owen, in 1888?

10 Suggs had a 1995 hit 
with a cover of which 
song from the Beatles’ 
album Revolver? 

11 Which Canadian 
actor played Jack, a 
child born in captivity, 
in the 2015 film Room?

12 The phrase 
“éminence grise” 
originally referred to 
which chief adviser of 
Cardinal Richelieu? 

13 The Cabin at the End 
of the World (2018) and 
Survivor Song (2020) are 
horror novels by which 
US author?

14 Which cricket club 
won the County 
Championship in 1948, 
1969 and 1997?

15 Born in Ebbw Vale in 
1943, which co-founder 
of the fashion chain 
Warehouse is pictured?

 Suko No 4259

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.com

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4898 KenKen Medium No 6350

6 38 42 4 15 16 5
14 19 9

17
5 11

23
13

42
9 14

24 41 5
24 28

11
27

6
13

8
13 26

8
19 21

9
10

13 16
16

10 5
10 10 12

17 19 5
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2385

 Lexica Easy No 7745 Hard No 7746
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 Codeword No 5358

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDW4WiWD] 
à0pDWDpDW] 
ßWDb4p1P$] 
ÞDWDWDpDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDN!W] 
ÛP)WDW)KD] 
ÚDWDWDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Galperin-
Sieciechowicz, Darlowo 2024. 
 
I recently stumbled across the 
wonderful word “wonderclout”, 
which seems to have fallen out 
of use. It describes something 
showy but ultimately useless. 
Here Black’s rooks are a 
wonderclout, beautifully lined up 
but achieving nothing and going 
nowhere. White’s, on the other 
hand, have the black king in their 
sights. How did he finish off?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

 4 5  8 8 9  10 11 15 16 22  35  

40 88 17 207

100 19 384 32

37 330 20 72

175 16 64 60                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

 4 5  8 8 9  10 11 15 16 22  35  

40 88 17 207

100 19 384 32

37 330 20 72

175 16 64 60

A A A A D E E E

F G I J K M N N

O P R R R R R S

S S S S T U U Y

1 One leaving sinking ship? Sailor’s 
returning! (3)

2 Not quite right to frame DA  
as 1 (5)

3 Is 1 so like serpent trapping Eve 
ultimately? (6)

4 Trendy ex is 1 (8)

5 Do greenkeepers aspire to 
produce this 1? (10)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Easy No 513

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk



MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.
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This position is from Galperin-
Sieciechowicz, Darlowo 2024. 
 
I recently stumbled across the 
wonderful word “wonderclout”, 
which seems to have fallen out 
of use. It describes something 
showy but ultimately useless. 
Here Black’s rooks are a 
wonderclout, beautifully lined up 
but achieving nothing and going 
nowhere. White’s, on the other 
hand, have the black king in their 
sights. How did he finish off?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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as 1 (5)

3 Is 1 so like serpent trapping Eve 
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4 Trendy ex is 1 (8)
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 8 1 4 1 8 3
8 7 6 2 1 9 5 6 1
6 1 6 3 2 7

3 9 8 1 9 2
2 5 1 8 4 6 5 3
1 3 5 3 6 4 2 1
6 8 1 9 8 2
9 3 8 1 8 3

8 1 9 6 2 4 8 3 1
9 6 7 2 2 5 1

Kakuro 3856

Futoshiki 4897

C U

F R O N T

A S

A D J U S T

L R

E V E R Y

Lexica 7744

J U I C E

O H

B O W N

M S U

O R E D

O E

Lexica 7743Cell Blocks 5240 Set Square 3859

Suko 4259

Train Tracks 2384

Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 68 ÷ 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 176

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 197 – 838x 3

50%
OF IT

x 5

+ 64x 4

÷ 13

+ 994

x 3 + 9

+ 26

32/
OF IT

75%
OF IT

+ 997

80%
OF IT

+ 8 SQUARE
IT

+ 21/
OF IT

+ 21/
OF IT

54/
OF IT

90%
OF IT

– 9

+ 83 65/
OF IT

+ 57

+ 88

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)

P R E S S
P H O T O G R A P H E R
I L C A A E

S Q U E A K S A M O S A
U S E E A

B E N T T U R N D OW N
A R

A L T R U I S T A R C H
A N A M L

S P E L L S R E B O O T
T E U M U W

C O N V E R S A T I O N
P I E C E

Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5241
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3860

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9754

 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N 
W     E 

S

                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.

  S(Knottenbelt)    W          N               E

♠QJ10987  

♥J95  

♦963  

♣6

Teams ♠42  

♥10843  

♦QJ1082  

♣93

♠A  

♥AK2  

♦A7  

♣AQJ10852

♠K653  

♥Q76  

♦K54  

♣K74

♠AJ96543  

♥-  

♦KJ9642  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

M A T T B L U S T E R Y
C E E N Y E

T U R M E R I C P O S T
T P R L O O

R E M E D Y E N G U L F
O R A R V
D I S A D V A N T A G E D
M M I P Y
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B O U T A N A R C H I C
R A G O A G

W E L L N E S S L A N D

Sudoku 15,339

Killer 9752

Sudoku 15,340

Killer 9753

Sudoku 15,341

Quick Cryptic 2818

KenKen 6349

Codeword 5357

A S D I C M A T T L U C A S
U Y O E O O O T
R O S EW A T E R C A N O E
O O B A R U T P
R E N N E T L I Z S M I T H
A L B C T N E
A N G E L C A K E S T E I N
U R C L N M
S U E D E K I L O M E T R E
T A P G I I R
R A T T I G A N T R O P I C
A O T M B A A H
L O U T H M E L A N E S I A
I S E O U D T N
SW E E T E N E R A V A S T

GK Crossword 257

1 Rat
2 Judas
3 Sneaky
4 Informer
5 Supergrass

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4898 KenKen Medium No 6350

6 38 42 4 15 16 5
14 19 9

17
5 11

23
13

42
9 14

24 41 5
24 28

11
27

6
13

8
13 26

8
19 21

9
10

13 16
16

10 5
10 10 12

17 19 5
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2385

 Lexica Easy No 7745 Hard No 7746
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 Codeword No 5358

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDW4WiWD] 
à0pDWDpDW] 
ßWDb4p1P$] 
ÞDWDWDpDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDN!W] 
ÛP)WDW)KD] 
ÚDWDWDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Galperin-
Sieciechowicz, Darlowo 2024. 
 
I recently stumbled across the 
wonderful word “wonderclout”, 
which seems to have fallen out 
of use. It describes something 
showy but ultimately useless. 
Here Black’s rooks are a 
wonderclout, beautifully lined up 
but achieving nothing and going 
nowhere. White’s, on the other 
hand, have the black king in their 
sights. How did he finish off?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

 4 5  8 8 9  10 11 15 16 22  35  

40 88 17 207

100 19 384 32

37 330 20 72
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 4 5  8 8 9  10 11 15 16 22  35  

40 88 17 207

100 19 384 32

37 330 20 72

175 16 64 60

A A A A D E E E

F G I J K M N N

O P R R R R R S

S S S S T U U Y

1 One leaving sinking ship? Sailor’s 
returning! (3)

2 Not quite right to frame DA  
as 1 (5)

3 Is 1 so like serpent trapping Eve 
ultimately? (6)

4 Trendy ex is 1 (8)

5 Do greenkeepers aspire to 
produce this 1? (10)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Easy No 513

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.
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White to play.  
This position is from Galperin-
Sieciechowicz, Darlowo 2024. 
 
I recently stumbled across the 
wonderful word “wonderclout”, 
which seems to have fallen out 
of use. It describes something 
showy but ultimately useless. 
Here Black’s rooks are a 
wonderclout, beautifully lined up 
but achieving nothing and going 
nowhere. White’s, on the other 
hand, have the black king in their 
sights. How did he finish off?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 One leaving sinking ship? Sailor’s 
returning! (3)

2 Not quite right to frame DA  
as 1 (5)

3 Is 1 so like serpent trapping Eve 
ultimately? (6)

4 Trendy ex is 1 (8)

5 Do greenkeepers aspire to 
produce this 1? (10)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.
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White to play.  
This position is from Galperin-
Sieciechowicz, Darlowo 2024. 
 
I recently stumbled across the 
wonderful word “wonderclout”, 
which seems to have fallen out 
of use. It describes something 
showy but ultimately useless. 
Here Black’s rooks are a 
wonderclout, beautifully lined up 
but achieving nothing and going 
nowhere. White’s, on the other 
hand, have the black king in their 
sights. How did he finish off?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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returning! (3)

2 Not quite right to frame DA  
as 1 (5)

3 Is 1 so like serpent trapping Eve 
ultimately? (6)

4 Trendy ex is 1 (8)

5 Do greenkeepers aspire to 
produce this 1? (10)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 8 1 4 1 8 3
8 7 6 2 1 9 5 6 1
6 1 6 3 2 7

3 9 8 1 9 2
2 5 1 8 4 6 5 3
1 3 5 3 6 4 2 1
6 8 1 9 8 2
9 3 8 1 8 3

8 1 9 6 2 4 8 3 1
9 6 7 2 2 5 1

Kakuro 3856

Futoshiki 4897

C U

F R O N T

A S

A D J U S T

L R

E V E R Y

Lexica 7744

J U I C E

O H

B O W N

M S U

O R E D

O E

Lexica 7743Cell Blocks 5240 Set Square 3859

Suko 4259

Train Tracks 2384

Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 68 ÷ 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 176

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 197 – 838x 3

50%
OF IT

x 5

+ 64x 4

÷ 13

+ 994

x 3 + 9

+ 26

32/
OF IT

75%
OF IT

+ 997

80%
OF IT

+ 8 SQUARE
IT

+ 21/
OF IT

+ 21/
OF IT

54/
OF IT

90%
OF IT

– 9

+ 83 65/
OF IT

+ 57

+ 88

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)

P R E S S
P H O T O G R A P H E R
I L C A A E

S Q U E A K S A M O S A
U S E E A

B E N T T U R N D OW N
A R

A L T R U I S T A R C H
A N A M L

S P E L L S R E B O O T
T E U M U W

C O N V E R S A T I O N
P I E C E

Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5241
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3860

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9754

 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N 
W     E 

S

                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.

  S(Knottenbelt)    W          N               E

♠QJ10987  

♥J95  

♦963  

♣6

Teams ♠42  

♥10843  

♦QJ1082  

♣93

♠A  

♥AK2  

♦A7  

♣AQJ10852

♠K653  

♥Q76  

♦K54  

♣K74

♠AJ96543  

♥-  

♦KJ9642  

♣-
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GK Crossword 257

1 Rat
2 Judas
3 Sneaky
4 Informer
5 Supergrass

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 8 1 4 1 8 3
8 7 6 2 1 9 5 6 1
6 1 6 3 2 7

3 9 8 1 9 2
2 5 1 8 4 6 5 3
1 3 5 3 6 4 2 1
6 8 1 9 8 2
9 3 8 1 8 3

8 1 9 6 2 4 8 3 1
9 6 7 2 2 5 1
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Lexica 7743Cell Blocks 5240 Set Square 3859

Suko 4259

Train Tracks 2384

Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 68 ÷ 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 176

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 197 – 838x 3

50%
OF IT

x 5

+ 64x 4

÷ 13

+ 994

x 3 + 9

+ 26

32/
OF IT

75%
OF IT

+ 997

80%
OF IT

+ 8 SQUARE
IT

+ 21/
OF IT

+ 21/
OF IT

54/
OF IT

90%
OF IT

– 9

+ 83 65/
OF IT

+ 57

+ 88

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)

P R E S S
P H O T O G R A P H E R
I L C A A E

S Q U E A K S A M O S A
U S E E A

B E N T T U R N D OW N
A R

A L T R U I S T A R C H
A N A M L

S P E L L S R E B O O T
T E U M U W

C O N V E R S A T I O N
P I E C E

Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5241

©
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IA

  Polygon  Set Square No 3860

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9754

 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N 
W     E 

S

                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.

  S(Knottenbelt)    W          N               E

♠QJ10987  

♥J95  

♦963  

♣6

Teams ♠42  

♥10843  

♦QJ1082  

♣93

♠A  

♥AK2  

♦A7  

♣AQJ10852

♠K653  

♥Q76  

♦K54  

♣K74

♠AJ96543  

♥-  

♦KJ9642  

♣-
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containing one 
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number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent
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6 1 6 3 2 7
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Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)
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Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)
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 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South
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W     E 
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                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.
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MindGames

Times Crossword 29,060 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,059

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9 10 11

12 13

14 15 1716

18

19 20

21

22 2423

25 26

27 28

M A C E S H O P L I F T E R
U H I A N W A
G R I F F I N S A V I O U R
S L U G T E W I
G R E E N B E L T R O A S T
A A N E T Y Y
M O N E Y S P I N N E R
E S B O S D M A

G U T W R E N C H I N G
C N S D O G E
A L I B I E P H E M E R A L
M M N R O M A I
B E R S E R K R E A L I S M
E O S E S N I
R E D E S I G N E D P E L T

 1 Great ruler Henry pursues around 
border (6)

 4 Wrong way to fill pastry, following 
one’s own path (3-5)

 9 Exploit really quiet, timid 
individual (7)

 11 Range around East Timor’s capital 
in train again (7)

 12 Temp left firm over sign of 
indecision (5)

 13 Case of luxurious rings made of 
gold for distinguished people (9)

 14 Caught short, perhaps (10)
 16 Retiring female loves husband, 

maybe a bit of an ass (4)
 19 Sandwich, say? Wife tucked into 

large quantity (4)
 20 Supposed snobs mixed with elite 

(10)
 22 Stand, carrying a single wide 

hamper (9)
 23 Cast is entertaining, pocketing 50 

grand (5)
 25 Spurs ground is lit, letting in header 

from Man United (7)
 26 Cheesy dish cooked just a little 

moment (7)
 27 Advance across shifting sand in 

coastal site (5,3)
 28 Fan of grass cuckoo nest that’s 

covered round river (6)

 1 Officer suggested dismissing one 
involved in crime (9)

 2 Pale colour of phone casing this 
person brought round (5)

 3 Frank’s back from trip, one spent in 
former East Germany (8)

 5 Riches given to bank worker, one 
trading in futures (7,6)

 6 Invest Asian currency, turning up a 
bit of capital (6)

 7 Guided munition to fail after 
vehicle’s overturned (5,4)

 8 English Master’s ditched by 
doubtful fellow showing spirit (5)

 10 Force workplace staff to accept 
extremely idiotic post (6,7)

 15 Curiously wanting one less good 
qualification for mechanics (9)

 17 Goods transporter about to board 
plane (9)

 18 Court disaster, like pro donning 
sportswear (3,3,2)

 21 Entertainment shows gun users 
regularly ignored (6)

 22 Producer of fibre products is 
altering bags (5)

 24 Time to leave religious headgear 
for Pope (5)

Times Crossword 29,060 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,059

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.
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 1 Great ruler Henry pursues around 
border (6)

 4 Wrong way to fill pastry, following 
one’s own path (3-5)

 9 Exploit really quiet, timid 
individual (7)

 11 Range around East Timor’s capital 
in train again (7)

 12 Temp left firm over sign of 
indecision (5)

 13 Case of luxurious rings made of 
gold for distinguished people (9)

 14 Caught short, perhaps (10)
 16 Retiring female loves husband, 

maybe a bit of an ass (4)
 19 Sandwich, say? Wife tucked into 

large quantity (4)
 20 Supposed snobs mixed with elite 

(10)
 22 Stand, carrying a single wide 

hamper (9)
 23 Cast is entertaining, pocketing 50 

grand (5)
 25 Spurs ground is lit, letting in header 

from Man United (7)
 26 Cheesy dish cooked just a little 

moment (7)
 27 Advance across shifting sand in 

coastal site (5,3)
 28 Fan of grass cuckoo nest that’s 

covered round river (6)

 1 Officer suggested dismissing one 
involved in crime (9)

 2 Pale colour of phone casing this 
person brought round (5)

 3 Frank’s back from trip, one spent in 
former East Germany (8)

 5 Riches given to bank worker, one 
trading in futures (7,6)

 6 Invest Asian currency, turning up a 
bit of capital (6)

 7 Guided munition to fail after 
vehicle’s overturned (5,4)

 8 English Master’s ditched by 
doubtful fellow showing spirit (5)

 10 Force workplace staff to accept 
extremely idiotic post (6,7)

 15 Curiously wanting one less good 
qualification for mechanics (9)

 17 Goods transporter about to board 
plane (9)

 18 Court disaster, like pro donning 
sportswear (3,3,2)

 21 Entertainment shows gun users 
regularly ignored (6)

 22 Producer of fibre products is 
altering bags (5)

 24 Time to leave religious headgear 
for Pope (5)



MindGames
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 8 1 4 1 8 3
8 7 6 2 1 9 5 6 1
6 1 6 3 2 7

3 9 8 1 9 2
2 5 1 8 4 6 5 3
1 3 5 3 6 4 2 1
6 8 1 9 8 2
9 3 8 1 8 3

8 1 9 6 2 4 8 3 1
9 6 7 2 2 5 1

Kakuro 3856

Futoshiki 4897

C U

F R O N T

A S

A D J U S T

L R

E V E R Y

Lexica 7744

J U I C E

O H

B O W N

M S U

O R E D

O E

Lexica 7743Cell Blocks 5240 Set Square 3859

Suko 4259

Train Tracks 2384

Word watch

1 g7+! crashes through as 
after 1 ... Qxg7 2 Rh8+ Qxh8 
3 Rxh8+ Ke7 4 Qg5+ forces 
mate, eg 4 ... f6 5 Qg7 or 4 ... 
Kd7 5 Qxd8

Owelty (c) Equality in 
financial transactions 
(Collins)
Lucifugous (c) Shunning or 
avoiding light (Chambers)
Jerkwater (c) (Of a place) 
small and remote (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Scar
2 Face
3 Insider
4 Irishman
5 Godfather

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 495
Harder 6,273

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
aga, agal, ail, ait, alga, await, awl, gait, 
gaita, gal, gala, gat, glia, ital, lag, lat, law, 
taal, tag, taiga, tail, tala, taw, tawa, wag, 
wagtail, wail, wait, wat, wilga

 times2 Crossword No 9674  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 68 ÷ 2

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 176

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 197 – 838x 3

50%
OF IT

x 5

+ 64x 4

÷ 13

+ 994

x 3 + 9

+ 26

32/
OF IT

75%
OF IT

+ 997

80%
OF IT

+ 8 SQUARE
IT

+ 21/
OF IT

+ 21/
OF IT

54/
OF IT

90%
OF IT

– 9

+ 83 65/
OF IT

+ 57

+ 88

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Solace (7)
 5 Culinary herb (5)
 8 Full-length (5)
 9 Chicken breed (7)
 10 Alcohol-fuelled yob (5,4)
 12 Invest with a title (3)
 13 Inexperienced (6)
 14 Left uncultivated (6)

P R E S S
P H O T O G R A P H E R
I L C A A E

S Q U E A K S A M O S A
U S E E A

B E N T T U R N D OW N
A R

A L T R U I S T A R C H
A N A M L

S P E L L S R E B O O T
T E U M U W

C O N V E R S A T I O N
P I E C E

Solution to Crossword 9673

 17 Objective (3)
 18 Having acute vision (5-4)
 20 Very eccentric person (7)
 21 Topical comedy show (5)
 23 Baton-passing race (5)
 24 Marvels (7)

Down
 1 Barbaric, merciless (5)
 2 Raincoat (3)
 3 Canadian province (7)
 4 Fat used to make soap (6)
 5 Chauvinist (5)
 6 Combat with blades (9)
 7 Medieval weapon (7)
 11 Olympic prize (4,5)
 13 Noisy chorus of demands (7)
 15 Painkiller (7)
 16 Having an unhealthy 

complexion (6)
 18 Frightening (5)
 19 Item of womenswear (5)
 22 Compete (with) (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5241
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3860

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9754

 Killer Tough No 9755

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The 2024 English Premier League 
moved to the charming Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club for the second of 
the three weekends. At the end of 
the weekend, seven of the eight 
teams were still in contention to 
win the league. Maggie 
Knottenbelt’s team lay a close sec-
ond, in part due to this vulnerable 
game fabulously played by the team 
captain. How would you declare 5♣ 
on ♠3 lead, East having opened a 
Weak Two in the suit? 

I really like Knottenbelt’s line. 
After winning the spade lead, 
declarer immediately played ace 
and another diamond to set up a 
winner in dummy (“immediately” 
as in “at trick two” — naturally 
she’d had a good think first). West 
won the second diamond with the 
king and continued with a second 
spade. Declarer ruffed and now led 
a low club towards dummy’s nine. 

What could West do? If he rose 
with the king, declarer could soon 
cross to the nine to cash a diamond 
(surviving — thanks to the 3-3 split). 
At the table, West ducked the club 
but now declarer won that nine, 
cashed the diamond shedding the 
heart loser, and merely conceded to 
West’s king of clubs. Eleven tricks 
and game made. 

To defeat the game, West had to 
find the opening lead either of a 
heart — in which case the defence 
would be a tempo ahead to set up 
and enjoy a third-round heart win-
ner; or a club, effectively removing 
dummy’s entry prematurely. 
However, all but one declarer did 
receive a spade lead — 
Knottenbelt outplayed them, sim-
ple as that. 

On another board, South held 
this extraordinary collection, non-
vulnerable v vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
After a competitive auction in 

which partner shows a weak hand 
with tepid spade support, you have 
to decide whether to sacrifice in 6♠  
over the opponents’ 6♥. If you do, 
you go for -300. Best is to pass and 
lead ace and another spade; you’ll 
come to your king of diamonds 
later. Lead (or switch to) a diamond, 
however, and you’ll go -1,430.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♠ 3

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N 
W     E 

S

                                        Pass        2♠ (1) 
        Dbl         4♠ (2)      Pass        Pass 
        5♣(3)    End  
(1) Trading on the favourable vulnerability. 
(2) Increasing the barrage to the presumed 
ten-card level of the fit. Although East is 
featherlight, 4♠  (doubled) would go only 
two down. 
(3) Normal guess. The contract was 5♣ at 
seven tables, the one exception being 6♣. No 
one except Knottenbelt made their contract.

  S(Knottenbelt)    W          N               E

♠QJ10987  

♥J95  

♦963  

♣6

Teams ♠42  

♥10843  

♦QJ1082  

♣93

♠A  

♥AK2  

♦A7  

♣AQJ10852

♠K653  

♥Q76  

♦K54  

♣K74

♠AJ96543  

♥-  

♦KJ9642  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

M A T T B L U S T E R Y
C E E N Y E

T U R M E R I C P O S T
T P R L O O

R E M E D Y E N G U L F
O R A R V
D I S A D V A N T A G E D
M M I P Y

A P P E A L C O H E R E
L N L H I E

B O U T A N A R C H I C
R A G O A G

W E L L N E S S L A N D

Sudoku 15,339

Killer 9752

Sudoku 15,340

Killer 9753

Sudoku 15,341

Quick Cryptic 2818

KenKen 6349

Codeword 5357

A S D I C M A T T L U C A S
U Y O E O O O T
R O S EW A T E R C A N O E
O O B A R U T P
R E N N E T L I Z S M I T H
A L B C T N E
A N G E L C A K E S T E I N
U R C L N M
S U E D E K I L O M E T R E
T A P G I I R
R A T T I G A N T R O P I C
A O T M B A A H
L O U T H M E L A N E S I A
I S E O U D T N
SW E E T E N E R A V A S T

GK Crossword 257

1 Rat
2 Judas
3 Sneaky
4 Informer
5 Supergrass

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9

PU
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R
M
ED
IA

Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2 3
6 2

3 6 4 2
1 4 6 3

3 4
5 1

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer tricky

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

1
6 2

3 4
2 1
2 3 5

2 6 4 5 3
3 5 4 1
6 5 1 2
4 5 3 6
1 4 6
5 6 3 2 1 4
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2 3
6 2

3 6 4 2
1 4 6 3

3 4
5 1

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer tricky

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

1
6 2

3 4
2 1
2 3 5

2 6 4 5 3
3 5 4 1
6 5 1 2
4 5 3 6
1 4 6
5 6 3 2 1 4
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Brain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9

PU
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M
ED
IA

Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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