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ABSTRACT. In the historic region of Hereti ( now Kakheti), in the eastern part of the antique and
medieval-period town of Nekresi, the Durujispira temple complex was discovered. The main
building of this temple, which dates to the 4th-5th centuries, consists of a three-nave basilica,
measuring 44 meters by 28 meters, including its galleries and narthexes. During archaeological
excavations beneath the floor of the basilica’s central hall, two graves were unearthed. Based on
stratigraphic analysis and radiocarbon dating, graves Ne58 and Ne97 were constructed during the
period from the first half of the 6th century to the 5th century. The special location of these graves
within the temple, as well as the position of the skeletons and the grave goods found alongside
them, supports the proposal that they belonged to individuals who were high in the ecclesiastical
hierarchy. These two graves exemplify the Christian funeral tradition, which has been little studied
in this region, and reflect Christian doctrine.
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